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Drug Cartels as Start-ups? Interview with Dr. Rodrigo Nieto Gomez
By Catherine L. Grant
September 19, 2016
An interview NSA’s Dr. Rodrigo Nieto Gomez did with the Monterey Weekly led to a featured
interview with Vice Magazine. In the interview, Dr. Nieto Gomez, whose research is based on
analyzing criminal entrepreneurship, discusses how Mexican drug cartels do not behave like the
maﬁa in The Godfather; rather, they are “more akin to Silicon Valley, and the relationship with venture
capitalists and startups.” In the article, he discusses aspects of entrepreneurship and innovations
within the cartels and among youth in general in tougher areas. He speculates, “Maybe the next
Steve Jobs is a girl in Oaxaca.”
To read the article, click here.
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